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Numbers are primarily used to express units and quantity. The importance depends on your (emotional) 

connection and circumstance: olympians are mostly concerned about fractions, whereas toddlers can 

easily disregard months (“I am almost five years old”, even though they have turned four last month!). 

 

As we were queueing (the whole of one minute), to apply for our Chinese Visas at the Consulate in 

Newlands (circa 2015), I liberated a copy of “China’s first magazine on human rights”. It is not a 

voluminous read for obvious reasons. 40 pages only. Here are some interesting numbers on 2013, taken 

from their Progress Report on Human Rights: 

 

• in 2013 China maintained a 7.7 GDP growth, with an annual per capita rural income of 8 896 

yuan (R16 800) and urban income of 26 955 yuan (R50 900) 
 

• 137.41 million privately owned vehicles 
 

• 266.99 million fixed phone lines and 1 229.11 million mobile phone users 
 

• 9 384 million farmers received some form of training during 2013, from the government 
 

• 5.4 million government subsidized housing units were constructed 
 

• 3.93 million more library cards were issued, than in 2012 
 

• 1 900 yuan (R3 600) average monthly state pension 
 

• 48.2 billion copies of newspapers printer for the year 
 

• 229 million households had access to cable TV, while 172 million had access to satellite TV 
 

• radio programmes reach 97.8 % of the population, with TV at 98.4% 
 

• 45.8% of population have access to the internet. 3.2 million registered Chinese websites and 

18.44 million domain names 
 

• netizens (active internet users) post and forward 250 million microblog messages and over 20 

billion WeChat and other IM messages daily 
 

• 85 million people with a disability. 1 283 million assistance devices were offered to people 

with disabilities (329 000 funded by Chinese Lottery) 
 

• 7 538 disabled students enrolled at ordinary institutions of higher learning 


